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Just a quick reminder that Monday, January 21 is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and a school holiday.  

We now begin week #22 of the school year having completed 100 school days and having 77 school 

days remaining.  

PRIDE OF THE PRIDE 

It is nice that the majority of this week’s Pride News is Pride of the Pride moments; it was certainly a 

proud week in The Lion’s Den.  

It was a great day in The Lion’s Den on Tuesday with Georgia School Superintendent Richard Woods 

visit. During his visit, Superintendent Woods had time to talk with several of our CTAE student 

officers and teachers. In the pictures posted on the website, you can see some of those moments and 

get a look at how impressive our students were. Superintendent Woods presented a banner to 

recognize our having received funding to equipment our CTAE labs through the FastTrack competitive 

grant.  

In those posted pictures, you’ll also see that HCS Superintendent Dr. Mary Elizabeth Davis, HCS 

Board Chair Mr. Josh Hinton and member Ms. Sophie Poole among several other district-level 

officials who attended our celebration. All of our visitors enjoyed their time with us. Sometime a little 

later, we will post a short video that shows all parts of the visit. It was truly a proud moment for our 

school and school community. 

Please join me in congratulating our finalists for the 2019 Governor’s Honors Program - - they will 

interview/audition at the state level in early February: Ryan Cortes – Math, Katy Mae Elder – Voice, 

Steven Gourley – CA, Thomas Gourley – Engineering, John Walter Holzman – SS, Noelle Phillip – 

Visual Art, Akimah Scott – CA, Destiny Shaw – SS and Lilly Thompson – SS. This is the largest 

number of students that our school has had to be named GHP finalists in school history.  

Kaleb Bates was recognized by Kennesaw State University Department of Mathematics for his 

outstanding performance in the first round of the 2018 Kennesaw State University Mathematics 

Competition. 

The Lady Lion swimmers swam in the Riverwood Invitational recently and had some great results! 

The ladies set 2 new school records at the meet: Sydney Thrailkill in the 100 Free and the relay team of 

Sasha Moore, Hailey Bos, Sofia Nemecek, and Sydney Thrailkill in the 200 Free Relay. The girls swam 

in a county meet on Wednesday and came in with multiple personal bests and a new school record by 

Sydney Thrailkill in the 50 Free. Our Lady Lion swimmers will swim next in the County 

Championships on Saturday January 26.  

Our ROTC Rifle team has recently had several matches and been successful. I’ll be reporting on all of 

those in next week’s Pride News.  

Go Lions! 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCE NIGHT 
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Please plan to join us for our next Parent/Teacher Conference Night on Monday, January 28 from 

4:00 PM – 7:00 PM. I encourage you to take this opportunity to come in and meet with your student’s 

teachers and discuss her/his progress.  

Go to our website and use the Parent/Teacher Conference link to make a conference with up to three 

of your student’s teachers. Each conference will be a ten-minute conference. The conference link will 

be live until 6:00 PM on Sunday, January 27.  

SOPHOMORE/JUNIOR PARENT MEETING 

Ms. Kenner, counselor to the Class of 2021, and Dr. Williams, counselor to the Class of 2020, will host 

an informational parent meeting on Thursday, January 24 beginning at 6:00 PM. Please plan to 

attend if you have a current sophomore or junior.  

NEED YOUR HELP 

Please reinforce to your student the importance of coming to school every day, meeting expectations, 

focusing on progress in their classes and being a good Lion’s citizen by supporting their teachers and 

peers. Our school is made better when all students understand and practice all of the appropriate 

behavioral standards. After all, it does take all of us to meet that ever-important mission: To graduate 

each student.  

 

REMINDERS: 

 Posted on our website in the left column Announcement section: 

o The daily meeting calendar and bell schedules 

o Senior/Graduation information  

 Safety and security remain a top priority; therefore, for the safety of everyone, our exterior 
doors will remain locked throughout the day. If you are visiting our school, you must come into 

the school through the designated, unlocked doors, then into the front office and there be 

issued an official visitor’s badge.  

 The school opens at 6:45 AM each school day and closes at 4:45 PM. The front office is open, 

and telephones answered from 7:45 AM to 4:00 PM. 

Thank you for your support and understanding of our work.  

 

Our school is strengthened with our collective commitment to the success of every Luella Lion! 

 

And, as always.  

Go Lions! 

Jerry Smith 


